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 1 
Present Members:  Timothy Lepore, Robin Harvey, Jenn Iller, Melissa Bonvini Murphy, Pauline Proch, Jake Pearl 2 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM in the Large Group Instruction room at NHS. Chairman Tim Lepore 3 
opened the meeting with Pauline Proch making a motion to approve the agenda and Melissa Murphy seconding.  It 4 
was approved unanimously. 5 

Presentations and Discussions of Interest to the Committee 6 
Annual Athletics Update – Chris Maury, Athletic Director 7 
Mr. Maury provided a comprehensive report for the School Committee packet, including a summary of each season’s 8 
athletic programs and a list of records and accomplishments. In addition, Mr. Maury commented on several other 9 
topics.  First, he reinforced that the athletic program focuses on “student-athletes” and academics is a top priority.  10 
He commented with pride that the combined GPA for all athletes was 3.61 and noted that every team had a GPA 11 
higher than 3.0.  Mr. Maury continued by pointing out that two new coaches (Mr. Aloisi in boy’s lacrosse and Mr. 12 
Barber in baseball) had very successful seasons and another new coach, Ms. McConnell in girl’s lacrosse, came in 13 
late and did a credible job.  Mr. Maury shared that many of our athletes participated in volunteer efforts, with the 14 
Pink Game coordinated by Dylan O’Connor as the highlight as it raised $15,000 for the Marla Ceeley Lamb Cancer 15 
Fund.  In closing, Mr. Maury spoke of the coming fall season and noted that new football coach, Brian Ryder, has a 16 
strong assistant coaching group and had 55 student-athletes come out at the first meeting.  He shared that we are 17 
losing Michael Gagnon, our athletic trainer of the past two years, but hopes to name a replacement in the next week. 18 
 19 
Dr. Lepore asked about physicals for our athletes and Mr. Maury responded that he continues to encourage students 20 
to get these done over the summer, but recognized Dr. Lepore’s volunteer efforts in this requirement. 21 

Comments from the Public 22 
There were no comments from the public. 23 

Committee discussion and votes to be taken: 24 
PARCC vs MCAS 25 
Superintendent Cozort shared that he had sent a number of resources to the School Committee since the last meeting 26 
to help them understand the administrative recommendation to adopt PARCC for grades 3-8 for the coming year. 27 
Although he recognized there will be a learning curve and some challenges for administrators and teachers, he 28 
believes this is the best decision for our students.  It will provide them an experience with this next generation 29 
assessment and experiencing the format will better prepared them for the following year when it will count.  He 30 
further noted that it should be of benefit for the teachers to see the rigor of this new assessment as they must prepare 31 
our students to meet the demands of this new assessment.   32 
 33 
Jenn Iller asked about students with special needs and Mr. Cozort responded that this assessment probably does a 34 
better job of providing modifications for these students and that these modifications will actually be available to all 35 
students. Robin Harvey asked about our tech infrastructure and Mr. Cozort responded that he believes the middle 36 
school has adequate resources (labs), but that we will need to build some portable labs for the elementary school. He 37 
went on to add that it will be important that we provide opportunities for our students to both use the technology that 38 
will be available to them for the assessment and to practice with the new format prior to the actual test being 39 
administered.  Pauline Proch asked about how taking PARCC might affect the Adams Scholarships for state 40 
universities.  It was explained that MCAS will still be used for the next two years for grade 10, but that the state will 41 
be prepared to correlate MCAS and PARCC so that there will be no change in the scholarships.  Jake Pearl shared 42 
that he much preferred a grade 10 state assessment than having it in Grade 11 where it will compete with AP classes 43 
and those exams. 44 
 45 
 46 
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 47 

Transfer of Class of 2011 Funds :   48 
“On motion, duly made and seconded, the Nantucket School Committee, approves the balance transfer of 49 
$12,770.40 from the NHS Agency Account to the Nantucket High School Student Activity Account.” Melissa 50 
Murphy made the motion, which was seconded by Robin Harvey, and it was approved by a vote of the Committee. 51 

Gift Donation from Tupancy-Harris Foundation:   52 
“On behalf of the Nantucket School Committee, we thank you and accept your contribution of $5,000.00 to the 53 
Nantucket Community School to fund the Summer Boost program.” Pauline Proch made the motion, which was 54 
seconded by Melissa Murphy, and it was approved by a vote of the Committee. 55 

Gift Donation of $25.00 from Mrs. Elizabeth Buccino through the Community Foundation of Nantucket:   56 
“On behalf of the Nantucket School Committee, we thank you and accept your contribution of $25.00 for the Gift 57 
Account at Nantucket High School.” Melissa Murphy made a motion, which was seconded by Pauline Proch, to 58 
accept the donation and it was approved by a vote of the Committee. 59 

Transfers and Invoices:  A motion to approve the transfer and invoices was made by Pauline Proch and seconded by 60 
Melissa Murphy.  The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 61 

June 17, 2014 Meeting Minutes:  These minutes were not provided for a vote of the School Committee and will be 62 
deferred until the next School Committee meeting. 63 

Collective Bargaining Agreement between the School Committee and the NTA Teacher’s Unit:        64 
Melissa Murphy, who served on the Negotiating Team for the School Committee, recommended approval of this 65 
agreement.  Superintendent Cozort interjected that the special conditions of the SC make-up, i.e. that three of its 66 
members is related to someone in the teacher’s group, requires that the SC invoke the “Rule of Necessity.”  This 67 
application permits the participation of disqualified members in order to allow a board to act.  Melissa Murphy 68 
moved to approve the use of the Rule of Necessity and Jenn Iller seconded.  It was approved by a majority vote of the 69 
SC.  Melissa Murphy then made a motion to approve the Collective Bargaining Agreement and this was seconded by 70 
Jenn Iller.  The SC voted unanimously to approve. 71 

Superintendent’s Report 72 
Enrollment 73 
Superintendent Cozort shared the projected enrollment for next school year.  If they become actual numbers, we 74 
could have over 735 students at NES, 330 at CPS and 490 at NHS.  Updated figures will be provided in August.  75 
Superintendent Cozort went on to share that the district intends to add a Director of ELL Services for the coming 76 
year. Jenn Iller expressed concern about the first grade numbers.  The Superintendent explained that he and Principal 77 
Kubisch will watch all of the numbers carefully as the summer marches on and provide accordingly.   78 

On the Horizon 79 
It was determined that there will not be a second meeting in July unless deemed necessary. Superintendent Cozort 80 
reviewed the agenda items for the August meeting:  handbooks; AP results; Strategic Plan; Activity Accounts. 81 

At 7:05 p.m. the School Committee adjourned. A motion made by Pauline Proch, seconded by Melissa Murphy and 82 
unanimously approved. 83 

Respectfully submitted, Michael Cozort 84 
School Committee Clerk, Pro Temp 85 


